
Briefing Session on 

Optimisation of Literature in English

24 October 2023 (Tuesday)

3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
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Programme

Time Rundown

3:00 – 3:10 p.m. Rationale and measures for optimising the Literature in 

English curriculum and assessment

3:10 – 3:30 p.m. Major updates on the Literature in English Curriculum 

and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 – 6) (2023) and 2026 

Literature in English SBA Teachers’ Handbook

3:30 – 4:20 p.m. Comments on student performance in film-based SBA 

portfolios – by Mrs Catherine LI, Supervisor of SBA

4:20 – 4:30 p.m. Break

4:30 – 4:50 p.m. Q & A session

4:50 – 5:00 p.m. Concluding remarks and evaluation
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Part 1

Rationale and measures for optimising

the Literature in English curriculum and 

assessment
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Background

Optimising arrangements for Literature in English were formulated with a view to:

 maintaining the integrity of the existing curriculum

 facilitating more focused learning and teaching

 catering for learner diversity and making the subject more manageable and appealing to

students of different  ability levels

Review of the curriculum and assessment of the elective subjects, including 
Literature in English, along the same directions

Announcement of optimisation of the four senior secondary core subjects in 
Education Bureau Circular Memorandum No. 39/2021 “Measures to Optimise the Four 

Senior Secondary Core Subjects”

To create space for students and cater for learner diversity
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Formulation of 
Optimisation Plan

Deliberation and 
discussion in CDC-
HKEAA and HKEAA 
Subject Committees 
from Dec 2021 – Dec 
2022 

Consultation

● Feb 2023: Questionnaires
sent to 32 schools (100%  
response rate) 

● Mar 2023: A focus group 
meeting with curriculum 
leaders from 9 schools 

● May 2023: A joint meeting of 
the CDC-HKEAA Committee   
& Subject Committee

Implementation 

From S4 in the 
2023/24 school year 
(i.e. 2026 HKDSE 
Examination)

Announcement of 
Optimising Measures 
and Updating of the 
Literature in English 
Curriculum and 
Assessment Guide 
(2023)

10 Jul 2023: 
EDBCM No. 120/2023 
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Optimising Measures for Literature in English –

The Curriculum

Curriculum 

components 

Optimising measures 

Study of Set Texts • Lesson time allocation reduced from 60% to 55%
• No set texts specified for the film genre to allow

teachers flexibility to use any suitable texts
(including films previously used as set texts) to
develop students’ film knowledge and analytical
skills for the School-basedAssessment portfolio

Portfolio 
(Group work/ 
Individual tutorials) 

• Lesson time allocation increased from 15% to
20%

• Focusing on an extended essay or an analytical
study on film only to facilitate focused learning
and teaching and effective use of lesson and
learning time

*The “Literary 

Appreciation” 

component of 

the curriculum 

remains 

unchanged. 
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Optimising Measures for Literature in English –

Public Assessment

Assessment 

components 

Optimising measures 

Paper 1: 
Essay Writing 
(50% of total subject 
mark) 

• Removing the film section
• Removing Part II (i.e. cross-genre comparison

questions*)
• Completing three essays, one on each of the three

genres (i.e. novel, play and short stories)

Paper 2: Appreciation 
(30% )

Providing only one unseen poem in Section C instead
of two

School-based 
Assessment (20%)

• Focusing on films only
• Removing the options of critical review and creative

writing, with analytical study or extended essay as
the only choice
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Part 2

Major updates on the Literature 

in English Curriculum and 

Assessment Guide (Secondary 4 –

6) (2023) and 2026 Literature in 

English SBA Teachers’ Handbook
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Major Updates in Literature in English Curriculum 

and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4-6) (2023)

 Incorporating the latest changes and directions in curriculum

development and the major updates (e.g. the Seven Learning Goals, values

education, media and information literacy) to align with the central curriculum

guides

 Providing information on the optimising measures on the Literature in English

curriculum and assessment (including allocation of lesson and learning time,

refinement of curriculum content, streamlined design of the examination

papers and SBA) and relevant suggestions on curriculum planning, learning

and teaching (e.g. use of e-learning tools and AI technology, citation and

referencing skills)

 Updating the sample question items provided in the Appendix to reflect the

optimised assessment design

9



Chapter 2:

Curriculum Framework 

2.4 Learning Objectives 

(P.9)

Updated 

generic 

skills & 

values and 

attitudes
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Chapter 3:

Curriculum Planning

3.1 Guiding Principles 

(P.12)

 Aligned with the 
Seven Learning 
Goals
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Chapter 3:

Curriculum Planning

3.4.2 Collaboration with Other KLAs

(P.17)

 Cross-curricular 

learning: Making 

authentic links with 

other KLAs
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Chapter 2:

Curriculum 

Framework 

2.2 Curriculum 

Structure and 

Organisation

(P.6)

Suggested lesson 

time allocation
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3.3.7 Flexible Use of 

Learning Time (P.16)

Chapter 3:

Curriculum Planning

3.1 Guiding Principles 

(P.12)

Flexible and 

effective use 

of time

Flexible and 

effective use 

of time
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Chapter 3:

Curriculum Planning

3.5 Progression (P.17-18)

Planning on the 

learning and 

teaching of films

15



Chapter 4: Learning and teaching

4.3.4 Film (P.45)
Learning and 

teaching of films
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Chapter 4: Learning and Teaching

4.2 Guiding Principles (P.23) Use of AI
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Chapter 6: Effective Use 

of Learning and Teaching 

Resources 

6.3.4 The Internet and 

Other Technologies (P.90)

Use of AI
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Chapter 5: Assessment

5.2 Formative and 

Summative Assessments 

(P.77-78)

Extending from 
Assessment for to 
as Learning
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Chapter 5: Assessment

5.5.4 School-based 

Assessment (SBA) 

(P.85-86)

Advice for teachers on 

supervising the SBA
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Chapter 6: Effective Use of Learning and Teaching Resources 

6.3.3 EDB Resource Materials in Support of the Curriculum 

Development (P.89)

New resources 

available for use
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Appendices

Appendix 1

A Sample List of Set Texts

(P.93)

Revised Sample 

List of Set Texts
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Appendices

Appendix 4 

Preparing for the Public Examination 

Examples of typical comparison questions

(P.111)

Revised examples 

of comparison 

questions
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The Updated 2026 Literature in English SBA 

Teachers’ Handbook

 https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/SBAhandbook-2026-LITE.pdf

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/SBAhandbook-2026-LITE.pdf


Part 3

For comments on student performance in film-based SBA
portfolios, please click on this link:

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/
category_a_subjects/hkdse_subj.html?A2&2&17_5
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https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/category_a_subjects/hkdse_subj.html?A2&2&17_5


Part 4

Q & A Session
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Part 5

Concluding remarks and evaluation
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